Ruptured tuboovarian abscess causing peritonitis in a postmenopausal woman. A difficult diagnosis on imaging.
Pelvic inflammatory disease with tuboovarian abscess is rare in postmenopausal women. Clinical and sonographic findings are usually sufficient to recognize pelvic inflammatory disease in premenopausal women, but in the elderly the disease may easily be overlooked, largely by unexpectedness. Computed tomography can be helpful when the clinical and sonographic findings are complex or equivocal. However, when the level of suspicion is low, it can be very difficult to interpret, especially when complicated with peritonitis, as illustrated in the present case report.